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NEW FETAL HEARTBEAT
ABORTION LAWS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to express my strong opposition to the so-
called “fetal heartbeat” laws recently enacted
in Georgia, Alabama, Missouri, Texas, and
other states.

GEORGIA

House Bill 481 outlaws abortion after six
weeks of pregnancy, when a doctor can usu-
ally detect a fetus’ heartbeat. Gov. Brian
Kemp signed it into law May 7, and it is set
to go into effect Jan. 1—unless it is blocked
by the courts.

MISSOURI

The Missouri House passed H.B. 126 in a
110-to-44 vote after hours of heated debate,
including impassioned speeches by both
Democratic and Republican legislators and
angry shouts of ‘“when you lie, people die”’
from those who opposed the bill. Those pro-
testers were eventually removed by the po-
lice.

The measure, known as the Missouri
Stands for the Unborn Act, now moves to the
desk of Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican, who
is expected to sign it. The bill, which bans
abortions at around eight weeks of preg-
nancy, often before a woman even knows she
is pregnant, included no exceptions for rape
or incest.

ALABAMA

Gov. Kay Ivey of Alabama on Wednesday
signed into law a bill banning almost all
abortions in the state, with no exceptions for
cases of rape or incest. Under the law, which
is scheduled to take effect in six months, an
abortion is only legal if the pregnant per-
son’s life is at risk. A doctor who performs
an abortion for any other reason could face
up to 99 years in prison.

TEXAS

The Texas Senate approved a bill Thursday
that would impose criminal penalties on doc-
tors who fail to treat babies born alive after
failed abortion attempts—extremely rare
cases—a month after the House approved the
same measure. If the House concurs with the
Senate’s minor changes to House Bill 16, it
will then head to the governor’s desk.

The Senate approved the bill in a 21-10
vote, with Democratic state senators Eddie
Lucio of Brownsville and Judith Zaffirini of
Laredo bucking their party to support the
measure. The measure, authored by state
Rep. Jeff Leach, R-Plano, gives teeth to ex-
isting federal and state laws that grant legal
protections to children born after abortion
attempts. Doctors who ‘‘fail to provide the
appropriate medical treatnent’’—like imme-
diately transferring the infant to a hos-
pital—could be charged with a third-degree
felony, and they would have to pay a fine of
at least $100,000.

MISSISSIPPI

Republican Gov. Phil Bryant signed the
bill into law in March which says physicians
who perform abortions after a fetal heart-
beat is found (typically at around 6 weeks)
could have their medical licenses revoked.
The state allows abortions after a fetal
heartbeat is found if a pregnancy endangers
a woman’s life or one of her major bodily
functions but does not have exceptions for
cases of rape or incest.

OHIO

Gov. Mike DeWine signed one of the na-

tion’s most restrictive abortion bans into

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

law Thursday afternoon and opponents have
already pledged to take him to court. The
American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio has
already promised to sue over the legislation,
which would ban abortions after a fetal
heartbeat is detected and prosecute doctors
who perform them anyway. A fetal heartbeat
can be detected as early as six weeks into a
woman’s pregnancy, which can be before a
woman finds out she’s pregnant. The ‘“‘heart-
beat bill”’ passed the GOP-controlled Legis-
lature on Wednesday amid protests from ad-
vocates of abortion access. DeWine signed
the bill, making Ohio the sixth state to
enact the ban. Under the bill, doctors would
face a fifth-degree felony punishable by up to
a year in prison for performing an abortion
after detecting a heartbeat. The bill has an
exception to save the life of the woman but
no exception for rape or incest—in line with
current state law.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam Speak-
er, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been

present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 217—Passage of H.R. 5.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. W. GREGORY STEUBE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Mr. STEUBE. Madam Speaker, | unfortu-
nately missed the last vote on H.R. 5 final
passage due to personal reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 217.

———

APPLE VALLEY SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS THOMAS
HOEGERMAN RETIRES

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of Superintendent
Thomas E. Hoegerman, who will retire from
Apple Valley Unified School District on May
22, 2019.

Thomas E. Hoegerman was born Sep-
tember 15, 1959 in Lodi, CA. He attended
California State University Sacramento where
he earned a B.A. in liberal studies, which he
later followed with a teaching credential from
the University of the Pacific and a master's
degree from Chapman University. He joined
the Apple Valley Unified School District in
1989, where he taught at Yucca Loma Ele-
mentary School and later at Vista Campana
Middle School. In 1996, Tom joined the Dis-
trict Office, where he has worked to improve
education outcomes across the district.

During his time at the District Office, Tom
oversaw the construction of both Granite Hills
High School and Sitting Bull Academy. He

E639

also implemented class-size reduction, as-
sessment systems, and data analysis pro-
grams across the district. His leadership dur-
ing the restructuring that followed the Great
Recession was instrumental in ensuring stu-
dent success while keeping the district finan-
cially stable. Tom has also served in several
educational organizations, including the San
Bernardino County District Advocates for Bet-
ter Students, California Association of Health
and Education Linked Professions, and San
Bernardino Gangs and Drugs Task Force Ex-
ecutive Committee.

Superintendent  Thomas Hoegerman has
been an incredible asset to the education
community in Apple Valley, and he will be
sorely missed in retirement. | wish him and his
wife Lisa a happy retirement and a happy 30th
anniversary this July.

————

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
House passage of the 19th Amendment,
which guaranteed women the right to vote.
The Senate followed the House two weeks
later with passage on June 4, 1919, and the
amendment was ratified by the states the fol-
lowing year. This historic centennial offers an
unparalleled opportunity to commemorate this
victorious milestone of the women’s suffrage
movement.

In 1848, a group of women organized a na-
tional women’s rights convention in Seneca
Falls, New York. Following the convention, the
right to vote came to the front and center of
the women’s rights movement. Many women
like Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott,
along with Susan B. Anthony and other activ-
ists, raised public awareness and lobbied state
and federal governments to grant voting rights
to women.

Almost 70 years later, in her first term,
Jeannette Rankin, the first woman elected to
Congress, introduced a Constitutional Amend-
ment to grant women’s suffrage. Several years
later, women’s rights groups finally emerged
victorious with the passage of the 19th
Amendment.

Madam Speaker, our democracy is stronger
because of the 19th Amendment, and | am
proud to honor women like Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony and
other women, who accomplished so much.
The efforts of these great American women af-
ford generations to come with the opportunity
to vote freely, whether it is in a neighbor’'s ga-
rage in Escondido, or from a far battlefield de-
fending our freedom.

HONORING SANDY D’ALEMBERTE

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
am saddened to hear of the passing of a truly
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